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of Ganga, called the Ganga Bakyabali, is the following :
" l*^who thinks upon Ganga, though he be 800 miles
distant from the river at the time, is delivered from all
sin, and is entitled to heaven. At the hour of death, if
a person think upon Ganga, he will obtain a place in the
heaven of Siva. If a person, according to the regula-
tions of the Sastras, be going to bathe in Ganga, and
die on the road, he shall obtain the same benefits as
though he had actually bathed. If a person who has
been guilty of killing cows, Brahmans, his guru, or of
drinking spirits, touch the waters of Ganga, desiring in
his mind the remission of these sins, they will be for-
given." The Skanda Purana says, " that by dying in
the Ganges, a person will obtain absorption into
Brahma." The same work contains a promise from
Siva, that " whoever dies in Ganga shall obtain a place
in his heaven." The Bhavishya Purana affirms that " if
a worm, an insect or a grasshopper, or any tree growing
by the side of Ganga, die in the river, it will obtain
absorption into Brahma." The Brahma Purana says,
" that whether a person renounce life in Ganga, praying
for any particular benefit, or die by accident, or whether
he possesses his senses or not, he will be happy. If he
purposely renounce life, he will enjoy absorption or the
highest happiness ; if he die by accident, he will still
obtain heaven." The Kurma Purana says, "Those that
consciously die on the banks of the Ganges shall be
absorbed into the essence of Brahma ; whilst those who
die there unconsciously shall go to the heaven of
Brahma." The Agni Purana declares that " those who
die when half their body is immersed in Ganga water,
shall be happy thousands of thousands of ages and
resemble Brahma."

With passages such as these, in what they believe to